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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 ,3,5-7 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Samsung Electronics Co. (EP 0996055) in view of Xerox Corporation (EP 0917044). 

With regard to claim 1 Samsung Electronics Co. discloses a printer system (Fig 
1 ; Col. 2 lines 16-17) comprising: a first printer (Printer 40) that is capable of being in 
one of a ready state and a not ready state, with respect to processing any incoming 
print jobs and a second printer (printer 40) that is capable of being in one of the ready 
state and not ready state (Col. 2 lines 48-56), wherein the first printer (printer 40) 
redirects a print job sent to the first printer (printer 40), to the second printer (printer 40), 
when the first printer (printer 40) is in the not ready state (Col. 2 lines 48-56; Col. 3 lines 
27-31). 

Samsung does not disclose a printer system comprising a printer administer that 
is coupled to the first printer by way of a communications network where in the printer 
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administrator is notified by the first printer as to any print job redirections made by the 
first printer. 

Xerox discloses a printer administer (420) that is coupled to the first printer by 
way of a communications network (Fig. 4) where in the printer administrator (420) is 
notified by the first printer as to any print job redirections made by the first printer (Par. 
0018-0021). 

Samsung and Xerox are combinable because they both incorporate image 
processing. 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention for one of ordinary skill in the 
art to combine Samsung with Xerox. 

The reason for doing so would have been for the printer administrator (420) to be 
notified of the output device's current state as taught by Xerox in Par. 0018. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Samsung with Xerox in order 
to obtain the invention specified in claim 1. 

With regard to claim 3, it is met with the combination of Samsung and Xerox, 
wherein Samsung discloses a printer system (Fig 1; Col. 2 lines 16-17) comprising: a 
first printer (printer 40) that is capable of being in one of a ready state and not ready 
state, with respect to processing any incoming print jobs, wherein the not ready state 
includes at least a first non-recoverable error sub-state (Col. 2 lines 48-52; Col. 3 lines 
38-41); a second printer (printer 40), wherein the first printer (printer 40) redirects a print 
job sent to the first printer (printer 40), to the second printer (printer 40), when the first 
printer (printer 40) is in the first non-recoverable error sub-state (Col. 2 lines 13-18; Col. 
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3 lines 27-31). Note: Although Samsung does not specifically disclose non-recoverable 
error. A non-recoverable error is an error dealing with the operational functionality of the 
printer, in which Samsung states in Par. 0017 "When a print error interrupting printing 
such as out of paper, paper jam, out of toner, and other operational error elements in 
the engine 46 occurs, the redirection portion 44a transfers a waiting print job stored in 
the memory storage 44 to another working printer". Therefore it would be obvious that a 
non-recoverable error would be an operational error. 

With regard to claim 4, it is met with the combination of Samsung and Xerox, 
wherein Samsung discloses a print system comprising a third printer (printer 40) 
wherein not ready state also includes a second non-recoverable error sub-state (Col. 2 
lines 48 - 52; Col. 3 lines 38-1 ), and where in the first printer (printer 40) redirects a print 
job sent to the first printer (printer 40) to the third printer (printer 40), when the first 
printer (printer 40) is in the second non-recoverable error sub-state (Col. 3 lines 31-37). 
Note: Although Samsung does not specifically disclose non-recoverable error. A non- 
recoverable error is an error dealing with the operational functionality of the printer, in 
which Samsung states in Par. 0017 "When a print error interrupting printing such as out 
of paper, paper jam, out of toner, and other operational error elements in the engine 
46 occurs, the redirection portion 44a transfers a waiting print job stored in the memory 
storage 44 to another working printer". Therefore it would be obvious that a non- 
recoverable error would be an operational error. 
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With regards to claim 5, it is met with the combination of Samsung, and Xerox, 
wherein Xerox discloses a printer a printer administrator (420) that is coupled to the first 
printer (502) and the second printer (504) by way of a communications network (Fig. 4). 

Regarding claims 6 and 17 Samsung discloses a printing system comprising: 0a 
first printer having a first set of printing capabilities (Fig 1; Col. 2 lines 16-17); 
comprising: a first printer (Printer 40) and a second printer wherein the first printer 
(printer 502) includes a processor (CPU 43) for reading information contained in the 
print job sent to the first printer, and wherein the first printer (printer 502) redirects the 
print job to the second printer (printer 504) when the information contained in the print 
job is such that the capabilities of the first printer will not allow it to properly perform the 
print job (Col. 7 lines 34-58; Col. 8 lines1-28). 

Samsung Electronics Co. does not disclose a printer system comprising: a 
second printer having a second set of printing capabilities different from than the first set 
of printing capabilities, the second printer in a ready state. 

Xerox Corporation reveals a printer system (Fig 4) comprising: a first printer 
(printer 502) having a first set of printing capabilities; and a second printer (printer 504) 
having a second set of printing capabilities different from than the first set of printing 
capabilities, the second printer in a ready state, and directing the print job to the second 
printer (printer 504) when the information contained in the print job is such that the 
capabilities of the first printer (printer 502) will not allow it to properly perform the print 
job (Col. 7 lines 34-58; Col. 8 lines1-28). 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention for one of ordinary skill in the 
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art at the time of the invention to modify Samsung Electronics Co. by Xerox Corporation 

The reason for doing so would have been to balance the load on each of the 
output devices as taught by Xerox in par. 38. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Samsung with Xerox in order 
to obtain the invention specified in claim 6. 

Regarding claim 7, it is met with the combination of Samsung and Xerox, wherein 
Samsung discloses a printer administrator(IO) that is coupled with the first printer (40) 
and the second (40) printer by way of a communications network (20), wherein the 
printer administrator is notified by the first printer as to any printer job redirections mad 
by the first printer (Par. 0017). 

With regard to claim 9, it is met with the combination of Samsung and Xerox, 
wherein Samsung discloses a method of printing a job on one of a plurality of network 
printers (printers 40) coupled to a network (network 20) comprising: receiving, by a first 
of the network printers (printer 40) a print job; determining, by the first of the network 
printers (printer 40), a current operating state of the first of the network printers, the 
current operating state being either first state or a second state; and routing, by the first 
of the network printers, the print job to a second of network printers when the operating 
state is in the first state (Fig 3; Col. 3 lines 14-18). 

With regard to claim 10, it is met with the combination of Samsung and Xerox, 
wherein Samsung discloses a method of executing the print job by the first of the 
network printers (printers 40) when the operating state of the first of the network printers 
(printer 40) is in the second state, where in the print job is not routed to the second of 
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the network printers (printers 40) when the operating state of the first of the network 
printers (printers 40) is in the second state (Col 1 lines 6-15; Col 2 lines 43-48). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , it is met with the combination of Samsung and Xerox, 
wherein Samsung discloses the first stat is a Not Ready to Process Incoming Print Jobs 
state, and wherein the second stat is a Ready to Process Incoming Print Jobs state 
(Par. 0017) 

With regard to claim 12, it is met with the combination of Samsung and Xerox, 
wherein Samsung discloses a method of printing a job on one of a plurality of network 
printers (printers 40) coupled to a network (network 10) comprising: receiving, by a first 
of the network printers (printers 40) a print job; determining, by the first of the network 
printers (printers 40), a current operating state including at least one state 
corresponding to a non-recoverable error state and routing, by the first of the network 
printers, the print job to a second of the network printers when the operating state is the 
non-recoverable error state (Fig 3; Col. 3 lines 14-18). 

With regard to claim 13, it is met with the combination of Samsung and Xerox, 
wherein Samsung discloses executing the print job by the first of the network printers 
(printer 40) when the operating state of the first of the network printers (printer 40) is in 
a state other than the non-recoverable error state, wherein the print job is not routed to 
the second of the network printers (printer 40) when the operating state of the first of the 
network printers (printer 40) is in the state other than the non-recoverable error state 
(Col 1 lines 6-15; Col 2 lines 43-48). 
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Regarding claims 15 and 16, they are met with the combination of Samsung and 
Xerox, wherein Xerox discloses the printer system, wherein the at least first non- 
recoverable error sub-state comprises a page to complex sub-state or a memory out 
sub-state (Par. 0049). 

Conclusion 

2. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rashan O. Patterson whose telephone number is 571- 
272-0597. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 9am-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on (571)272-7406. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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supervisory patent examiner 




